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KING. 
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_ |SERMON 


| Preaclyd before the RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


Samuel Swift Eſq; 


MAYOR of the Antient, Honourable and Loyal 


City of Goxceſter. 


The firſt Sunday after his Inauguration or Inſtalment, being 
the 19th. day of Oftober, in the year of. our Redemption 1684. 


At the Pariſh Church of St. Swichin ,, upon a Tex 
Selefted by Viliam Swift, Eſqz(his truly Loyal Father )being 

| the 21/4: & 224. Verſes of the 24th. Chapter of Solomons 

roverbs, 1n theſe fbllowing expreſſions —— 


——— My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not 
with them that are given to change. | 
For their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly , and who khnoweth the 
ruin of them both. | 
By Wilt: Williams, aninferior Brother to the venerable and 
Orthodox Clergy. | | 


LONDON, Printed for the Author , by T. Braddjl, and 
are ta be ſold by Walter Davies Publiſher in Amen Corner,and by 
| | moſt Book-ellers in London and Worceſter. 1685. ; 
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' © Loving: ey Loya Centlemen la. 


To the Right Worlkipful Samuel 
S witt Bic. Mayor,and allo to the 
BED} > Abad Lag 
' withall other worthy Mem- 
bers of theCommon-Council 
| pertainin to the City 


of WO: CES TER. 


45 very: obſerva that moſt of you @ fo 

lh whon this Epiſtle -is Dedicated) Tere perſo- 

nally preſent at the delivery of the (following) 

Se mon,Wwhich diſcourſe 1 found to be complyable with 

Jour Loyal diſpoſitions : otherwiſe T had not been ſo- 

licited-(by ſo many of its Purvis to pu _ the ſame 

in Print. And tho, 1 was much importmn'd thereunto, 

yet I durft uot prefume-upon fuch ay enterprizs, until 

Thad taken the':(wary) advice of mich 4 more _ 
creet' and better judgments: 

The Text was recommended to my manages 
ment, by a re ro (and good benefaFtpr) both to 
theC hurch: d and -* Common-weal,name- 
bh Wi. Sues ;and it is an wndonbred Teſtimoni- 
alot only of bis [7 i095 Principles but alſo of bis 
Loyal rt Fa Aline w we is to ſee Wni- 


formity flouriſhing both in Church and State, the 
which 


| The Epiſtle 
which happineſs would much redeynd to the ſatisfatti- 
on by ſuch; Perſons as have;trie affetian to the 
prfele Govirwet for ine ahs 6 Jerue-praſ 
peF of the Primitive times , nothing more prejudic'd 
the Chriftian Religion; than the irregular diſcords of 
diſaffetted.Paople, - as. appears in the Faftion of the 
Church of Corinch; where one (aid, Iamof 
Paul, another I am'of Apollo, a third I amof. 
Cephas,and a fourth I am of Chriſt,as ifPaul, 
Apollo, Peter and Chriſt, had various Pro- 


feſsions of the ſame univerſal or Catholick DoArine , 


Which was ſo far repugnant with the (uniformal) 
praftice of the Apoſtles , that St. Paul ſharply re- 
prebended ſuch, conceited Parties, for their inordinate 
and ſelf-will'd diftinftions , as if (thereby) they 


contratted the guilt of Saduczan error, i. e. in de- 


nying the Reſurrefion of Chriſt from the dead. , as © 


appearsin bis 1 Epiſt. Cor. Chap. 1 5. Verl. 12. 

' This-Capital default was attended with many other 
Criminous (or Enormous) miſtakes, by reaſon of their 
tncongr wous Pratiices and Contentious Cuſtoms, which 
were the perfidious (and unſufferable) Cauſes, that 
brought Faith into-Faftion , and Religion into. Re- 
bellion ; like our giddy Diſſenters from the Church of 
England ; who contrary to the courſe of the Learn- 
ed and Holy-men, baye imagin'd and fram'd ſtrange 
OB 2 KS 301 1 concluſions 


, 
— —— 


Uf 


ORR ESE ge 17" 


: to the Reader. 
concluſions in Divinity, as alledging the Choice. of 
Miniſters, to ſtand upon the approbationi of the'Peo- 


ple, and that they are pow 0 equal authority,” alſo 


they affirm the Church «f Englands: Goverment to 


be x and AntieChriſtion.y and thatthe-Lords = 


Prayer commanded by our Saviour, mii nd be uſed, 
no Holy-day obſerv'd but the Sabbath, .no Primitive 


Father ſcited in the Pulpit, . the Book'of. Commons 


Prayer ' (or-Divinhe Service) mifh,\ht viſhe, 
all Ceremonies of our Church ſwept bay as:Popiſh', 
that the calling of Biſhops is an. Anti-chriſtiais: 
rarchy, that Reformation of Religion belongs to the 
Commonalty,that the People are better than the King, 
and. of greater Authority, : that the Preſbitery- and 
not the Prince, fas uld bear the Supream Government, 
in matters Eccleſiaſtical. Theſe” # and ſuch like No- 
rvelties) are their ſeditious, and confaſed Tenets; \the 
reaſon of all which miſtakes, as St. Peter remarks 


in his 2d. Epiſt. the 2d. Chap. Verſe10, # 
becauſe they are preſumptuous, wil d | deſpiſe ng 
Government, and ſpeaking evil of Dignities ; tho 
the ſame. Apoſtle obliges them '(by:.the expreſs Rule 
of Scripture) To £ God and honour their King, 
but they (by the Magick of their Seperation) divide 


that Text of Scripture:sſunder , Which Chrift and 
bis Aheftle have joyueg! together, yes, it viſibly ap- 


pears 


The Epiflle &c. 
prare, that though they pretended th fear God.,. 
they.ſo fat diſhmunved their King, us to octafiny hs 
_— mE tht Lord's: Anointed; to wit , owr late 

em rwkr and «tis too apparent; that the like 
\ WS ltzely hareht, in order to depoſe the Re» 
wy 2. fo ſon bf our prefent. Soveraign (hiil'not God 
preſerved him by « miracle of | unparalelled Mercy) 
but to-prevent ſuch Schiſm, "Treaſon and Rebrllion, 
Tfhiall conclade: chis Epyitle: with'Se; Pxil's re of 
_ Confarniiy in bis 1" Epiſt'Cor: ma 1'Verſe 
10.whert he ſpraks theſe expreſſi ons td the Sedit thous 
» 0:25 rare ee 
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Now Eee yin Breekeun; as abs of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;that ye all ſpeak the lafnething, 
and ad = benv diyifons among you, but that 
pk the ans Jar te gether Jn in the Ame mind, 
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Fon Eo ae, Shes OPSIT 

: Way © 18hall bedHe conſtant: —_—— 

- £0 of your fartul Friend and V 
ALD oy "Was men wh, what 


it FL WILEDAMS. 
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Prov.24. Chap. 21,22.Perſ. 


L 


My Son, fear thou the Lord; and the King : and 
meddle not with them that are given to change. 

For their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knaw- 
eth the ruine of them both. © _ neg 


HIS Portion of Scripture is ſo ele- 
gantly Emphatical' in its! imparcant.. 


expreſſions, that (without contro- 
verſie) Soveraign Kings and Princes are the 
true Types or reſemblances of Gods Su- 
preme Majeſty; and ſuch a one was the moſt . 
Majeſtick and Magnificent Solomon, who (in - 
reference to his abundant Wiſdom ) did 
more repreſent his Heavenly Maker, than a- 
ny other Terreſtrial Monarch, whether pre- 
ceding or ({ucceeding his Regal dignity ; for 
he was ſo highly in NG with the Higheſt, 


as to be called Lemuel , a King belonging to 
the Lord, alſo Jedidiah, a King beloved of the 
| B Lord, 


F Religion expreft - 
Lord, and likewiſe Shelemo, which implies a 
peaceableaand a quuer King. 
-- Theſe fignal appellations., .are the ſacred 
ſtamps wherewith God Almighty imprints 
his own Dvage vpen. ghe Perſons of pious 
Princes ; that he may ranck them in the firſt 
and moſt principal Hierarchy of Magiſtratical 


© 5 *% E..® 


Men ; where,by a Deifi'd dignity, his Holi- 
nels tiles them Gods,, and Children. of the 
RR 3 vine DE Pt, the 
| 1}. andthe 6th. Verſes. Alſo Moſes faith in 
the 224. of Exod. at the 28th. Verſ. Thou ſhalt 
no revile-the Gods; nor cirſe the Ruler of thy Peo- 
ple1s By Wirtcl ſtpernal Prexogattve, they 
are privileds'&t6 exerciſe tht greater Autho- 
rity.yt arethey fo kmmited by the reftriction 
of Divine Pretepts, that they ought: not to 
a&tany-thing”contradiftory , citherto ſound: 
juftic&or judgment-; becaufe "the Soveraign 
daty of theſe Monarchs chiefly conſiſts -in 
matters of Religion, that is, in eſtabliſhing 
the Faith /ecandum-coerbum Dei , according tothe” 
word of God;i'and'to take care when it isTo e- 
ſtabliflyd;thar it-be -reverently eſteem'd' and 
practiced, both by themſelves and their Sub- 
F&s ;*Alfo the Law-of : God and tature du- 
$340 28. C1 iy 


JMI 


- Lol," >2 
ly obfaved, Mildhde and Alekneſs uſed to- 


Fer the vertuous, likewiſe corretion and 


inſtru@ion to o thoſe that are vitious, in order 


———_ 


manner "of Perſons, be wm of what Nature, 
ree, or ality ſoever: 
And 45 theſe forementioned particulates ate 


the incumbent duties of ſuperior: Powers; ith- 
poſed upon them for the Glory of God, the 


500d of his Church”, and the welsfare -of 


Kingdoms ard Commiion-weals: $6 likewile, 


every infetior Perſon (thfotigh the vaſt Cit- 
cumference of- the whole Univetſt) is obli- 
ged, both bythe Laws of God and Nature, 


to pay unto His / Governor , ; whether Stabel- 


man, Prince, King; of Ertiper6t ;: ' fach: -FE- 
ſpect, love, obedience, dues and cuſtorns , 

as' ſhall accrue Tributary to that Potentate 
(or Pleniporentiary) according to*the 'pre- 

cepts and injun&tions of thoſe 'pradticable 
and penal Laws : For we may diſcern by the 
light of reaſon, in caſe any ſubje&t (being 


'capable) will refratorily omit to ſupport 


his Prince in «ime of necefBity,when orcaſton 
B 2 calls 


4 Religion expreſt 
calls for the aſſiſtance of his Purle, or Perſon, 
that at ſuch an opportunity the Prince may 
juſtly refuſe to own, or protect him as his 
Subje&t. Burt, to prevent ſuch miſcarriages, 
the wiſeſt of Temporal Kings, 'eyen Solemon 
himſelf has left us many preſidential Pre- 
cepts, to create mutual reſpects between the 


one and the other; ſo that we need not have 


recourſe tothe 4thenian Schools, nor con{ult 
the writings of Philoſophers, for they are ſo 
near unto us, as to be found in the Oracles of 
God, where,as ſo manyGolden Rules,they di- 
re& and ſtir.us_ up, to tender our Allegiance 
unto Supremacy. And thisis clearly evidenc'd 
' In the Foundation of my preſent Diſcourſe , 
where a King preſcribing to-his Subject the 
Law of Loyalty, confers upon him the Ti- 
tle of a Son, that he might become obedient 
by the advice of his Father , as obſerving 


that a Father will give no ill Council to the 


Son, unleſs when deceiv'd in his own judg- 
ment :. And ſuch a Father was indulgent Solo- 
mon King of Iſrael , for when he Reigned in 
his unparrallel'd pompand Grandeur at Jeru- 
falem, he was Pater Patrie to the Iſraelites, a 
Father that gave them good and wholeſom 
inſtructions 
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| by Loyalty. 5 
inſtru&ions ; as apparently appears by the 
arguments he made uſe of to:make a ſon born 
in his Kingdom, become a Loyal Subje& ro 
his Prince, perſwading him in the firſt place, 
to fear God and the King ; Secondly, not to 
meddle with theni that are given to change ; 
Thirdly,to beware of their ſudden Calamities ; 
Fourthly,to eſchew the ruine of ſuch diſorderly 
Diflenters. All which cautions are compen- ' 
diouſly comprehended in the words of my 
preſent Text, where King Solomon gives this 
prudent admonition in the Perſon of one, to 
all other ſubje&ts, ſaying to each of them---- 
---- My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and 
medale not with them that are given to change. ----- 
----- For their- Calamity: ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who | 
knoweth the ruine of them both ? ---- 

In which words we may take notice of four 
remarkable particulars. | 

Firſt, Solomons Exhortation unto every ra- 
tional Perſon, to Fear, Honour and Obey, 
both God and his Legal Soveraign, as ap- 
pears in-the former clauſe of the firſt Verſe in 
my Text, where he {aith---- My Son, fear thou 
the Lord and the King. : 

Secondly, His dehortation, to diſlwade (or 
withdraw 


Religion expreſt 
withdraw) a Subject from adhering: to ſuch 
People as change their principles and practi- - 
ces, from Regal-Government,----manifeſted 
by thele words of the latter clauſe in m 
firſt Verſe.---- And meddle not , with them, that are 
given to change. 

Thirdly, His demonſtration of "FO and 
certain Calamities, that by the Hand of Di- 
vine Juſtice, are recompentible_ upon ſuch 
Schiſmatical Difſenters. And this is urg d 
from the firſt-branch of the ſecond Verſe in 
my Text, where Solomon affirms---- That their 
Calamity ſh Jall riſe ſuddenly. 

xa ts The deſtruction of that Empire, 
Kingdom or Principality; wherein the Sub- 
jects are Arbitrarily divided , both among 
and againſt themſelves ; which alſo is infer- 
red from the laſt branch in my Text, where 
Solomon propounds this Ominous Interroga- 
tory----And who knoweth the ruine of them bath ? 

I ſhall Counterpoiſe theſe four particulars 
with four other pertinent propoſitions , ari- 
ling naturally trom the words of the Text, 
where, in the firſt place, 

I will aflert, that it is the incumbent duty 
of every rational Perſon, to Fear God, and 
Henour his King. | 2dly.1 


. by Loyalty. - 

2dly. I ſhall athrm, that he who fears God, 
ought in ſuch a manner to Honour his King, 
25 not to {ide with thoſe that would alker (or 
change) his Government. 

+l, E will prove, by (expreſs Teſtimo- 
mes of) Scripture , that. fudden  Calamities 
| have enſued upon the Rebellion of Schiſma- 
tical and Factious People, = 

_ 4thly. IT ſhall maintain, that in whatever 
Nation the People are Arbirrarily divided in 
oppoſition to the Government, ſuch enter- 
prizes portend thofe parties ruine. 

5thly,and Laſtly, will infer the application, 
borh from the Premiſes and the Concluſion 
of my Fext.----Theſe arethe points which 
with God's Afiſtance, I deſign to infift ups 
on, in order whereunto, I ſhall begin with 
che foremoſt----Namely, to Aﬀert, That it is 
the incumbent duty of every rational Perſon, 
ro Fear God, and Honour his King, as being 
fuicable with the firſt clauſe in my Text, 
where Solomon faith,---- My Son, fexr thou the 
Lord, and the King. 

The Oranipotent and Eternal Jehovah (be- 

che Supreme Monarch of Heaven and 

Earth ) ftil'd The King of Kings , and Lord 


(#] n 


8 Religion expreſt 
of Lords, ought to be feared , honoured and 
obeyed, before any other Potentate wharſo- 
ever; foraſmuch as he is their Creator and 
Governor , bearing rule over all the werld, 
and therefore to be feared as the King of Na- 
tions , according to the obſervation of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, in the 1 © Chap. of, his Pro- 
phecy, /erſ. 7. Where he ſaith, Who will not 
fear thee O King of Nations * Where King of 
Nations, is Gods own Prerogative, although 
he hath given the Earth to the Children of 
Men, as appears inthe 115 P/al. Verſ. 16. 
And it i; divided into Portions among Princes (even 
ſuch as are Gods Vicegerents) to whom, next 
God, we muſt alſo render our fear and obe- 
dience, becauſe they are Commilſſionated b 
him, to bear the Sword of Juſtice, and thar 
(both) for the puniſhment of evil doers,and 
the encauragement of them that do well , 
that is, for the encouragement of thoſe who 
Fear God and Honour their Lawful Sove- 
raign ; living in Peace and Unity amon 
themſelves ; which is the duty that Solomon 
enjoyns in the firſt Clauſe of my Text, where 
he ſaith to every SubjeC----My Son, fear thou 
the Lord,and the King. 

Whatever 
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by Loyalty. _— 
Whatever Laws, or Edicts, are eftabliſh- 
ed by a King , either Concordant, or not 
contradictory to the word of God ; Ir is the 
duty of every ſober Subje&t, to have as 
much regard to their tendency, as if they _. 
were immediately deliver'd by the Mouth of 
God himſelf ; for every Prince is (conditio- 
nally) Gods Pleni-potentiary unto whom he 
gives tolleration to enact ſuch uſeful Laws, 
as may be requiſite towards the ſupport and 
preſervation of his Government; from which 
Laws all ſubordinate Magiſtrates derive, 
Power to puniſh ſuch offenders as wilfully 
violate,or contemn the ſame, (according to 
the merit of the offence committed)----- An 


. incomparable inſtance whereof, we have in 


a gracious Commiſſion which Princely Ar- 
taxerxes (the Perſian King) granted to Prieſt- 
ly Ezra (a famous Scribe in the Law of Me- 
ſes) as appears in the '7th. Chap. of the Book *' 
of 'Exra, at the 25, and 26 Verſes, where Ar- 
taxerxes delivered his Commiſſion unto him, 
in theſe very words. ---- And thou Ezra , after 
the wiſclom of thy God , which is in thine hand , 
ſet Magiſtrates and Tubes, which may judge all the 
Ptople that are beyond the River , all ſuch as know 

C.-* the 


10 Religion expreſt 
' the Laws of thy God , and teach ye them which 
know them not. | 

And whoſoever will not do the Law of thy God, 
and the Law of the King , let judgment be execu 
ted ſpeedily upon him, whether it be unto death, or to 
baniſhnent, or to confiſcation of goods , or to im 
priſonment. | 

Theſe are the Legal Penalties to be inflic- 
ted upon all thoſe that deſpiſe the Injuncti- 
ons of God and the King ; to make ſuch 
mutinies and inſurrections in a Realm, as 


might be detrimental to the form of. Go- 


vernment ; which muſt needs be a great ag- 
gravation to the Supream Majeſty of Heas 
ven, who in the eighth Chapter of Solomons Pros 


verbs, at the fifteenth and ſixteenth Verſes; ſpeaks | 


thus of Superior Powers, --- 

By me Kings Reign and Princes decree Juſtice. 

By me Princes Rule , and Nobles, even all the 
Judges of the Earth. 

Seeing therefore that all Kings, Princes, 
Nobles and Judges of the Earth, have their 
Regallity, Decrees and Ordinances from 
God ; then muſt it be the duty of all their 
inferiors to tender theipgobedience unto ſuch 
| ny | Decrees, 
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by Loyalty. ">" 
Decrees , Acts or Ordinances, as they by 
| Commiſſion from God ſhall impoſe upon 
the Subjects. And this is the Apoſtolical ad- 
vice of St. Peter, in his 1/t. Epiſtle, Chapter 
the ſecond, at the thirteenth and fourteenth Ver ſes. 
Whereto the Strangers ſcattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappedacia, Afia,and Bythinia, he 
ſpake theſe expreflions --- © Submit your 
« ſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the 
« Lords ſake, whether it be to the King as 
« Supreme ; or unto Governors, as unto 
<« them that are ſent by him, for the puniſh- 
«© ment of evil doers, and tor the praiſe of 
« them that do well. From whence we 
may obſerve, that every Magiſtrate, acting 
for the glory of God, and the good of his 
King, ought (for their ſakes) to be reve-. 
rently eſteemed and obeyed; I might alledge - 
ſeveral Teſtimonies of Scripture in the proof 
of this point. As Geneſis the 41th. and 4oth. 
Where Pharaoh {aid unto Joſeph--- Thou ſhalt be - 
over my Fonife, and according to thy Word, ſhall 
all my People be rul'd ; And in the ſixteenth Chap® 
ter of Fxodus, Verſe the eighth, we read how 
the 1ſraelites in murniuring againſt Moſes their 
Chief Prince, and Aaron their Chief Prieſt, 
C3 did 
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did ( more- abundantly) murmur in their 
Hearts againſt God : For ſaith the Text, 
The Lord heareth your murmurings Which ye mur- 
mur againſt him : And what are we ? Your murmur- 
ings are net againſt us, but againſt the Lord. Al- 
: ſo in the 17th. Chapter of Deuteronomy , the 
1oth. 11th. and 12th. Verſes, Moſes being the 
Chief. Magiſtrate of the Iſraelites, ſpake un- 
\ to them theſe words.--- And thou ſhalt do ac- 
cording to the Sentence Which they of that place 
(which the Lord ſhafl chuſe) ſhall ſhew thee, and 
thou ſhalt obſerve to do according to all. that they 
inform thee. | 
According to 'the Sentence of the Law which 
they ſhall teachthee, and according to the judgment 
which they ſhall tell thee, thou ſhalt do : Thou ſhalt 


mot decline from the Sentence which they ſhall ſhew 


thee, to the right hand, nor to the left. 

And the Man that will do preſumptuouſly, and 
will not hearken unto the Judge, even that Man ſhall 
die, and thou ſhalt put away the evil from I{rael. 

The like Teſtimony, we find%$n the Firft 


Chapter of Joſhua, atthe 16th. 17. and 18th. | 


Yerſes. Where the Hebrews ſpake thus to their 
Champion Joſhua. All that thou commandeſt us, 
we will do, and whitherſoever thou ſendeſt us, we 

| . Will 
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will go. According as we hearkened unto Moles in 
all. things, ſo will we bearken unto thee.  Whoſqever 
he be that doth rebel agaiuſt thy Commandment, and 
will not hearken unto thy words, in all that thou com- 
_ him, he ſhall be put to death. 

ateyer Precepts in the Old Teftament 
"ine our obedience to Superior Powers, 


we find firch Precepts fully confirmed in the 


New , as appears in the 22d.. Chap. of St. 
Matthew's Goſpel , at the 21/} Verſe. . Where 
our Saviour ſaid unto Simon Peter , Render 
unto Czar the things that are Cxſars, and tunte- 
God the things that are-Gods. To render God 
heir dues, was the godly practice 
of the Apoſtles ; and therefore both St. Paul 
and St. Peter have left us ſufficient rules to. 
imitate their Religious and Loyal Converfa- 
tion ; as it. is apparent in the 1 3th. Chap. of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, at the 1 7/5 and 24. 
Verſes, Where St. . Paul faith, Let. every Soul 
be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers :; For there is no 
Power but of God, the Powers that be , are 'or- 
dained of God. Whoſoever the fore YefReh the 
Power, reſiſteth the ordmice of , God, ' and they 
that refit, ſhall receive to themſelves Dokl 
St. Peter allo hath the like rule, in his firſt Fpi- 
| {tle 
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{tle-2d. Chap. at the-17th. Verſe, where he 
| faith, Honour all Men ; love the Brotherhood; fear 
God, honour the King: Thugs much ſhall ſuf- 
| fice in reference to the firſt propoſition, from 
which I aſſerted, that it is the incumbent du- 
ty of every rational Perſon, to Fear God , 
and Honour his King, as being ſuitable with 


the firſt clauſe.in my Text, where Solomon 


ſaith, My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King. 
' From whence I proceed to handle the 24. 
propoſition, namely to affirm , that he who 
fears God , ought in ſuch a manner to ho» 
noyr his King, as not to fide with thoſe that 
would alter or change his Government, as 
 an{werable to. theſe words of the ſecond 
clauſe in! my firſt Verſe, And meddle not with 
them that are given to change. 

It is very remarkable (that by the diſcord 
of the Arians) Multitudes of People fell away 
from Chriſtianity, to Gentiliſm and Infideli- 
ty ; ſo bikewiſe by our late Animoſities in 
this Kingdom, many chang d their Opinions 
(and Practiſes) to Rantiſm, Atheiſm and Im- 
piety; ;'in King James his days (of bleffed me- 
mory,) ſeveral Perſons began to cry for the 
Geneva Diſcipline, and Scottiſh Reformation 

. in 
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in the Church; whereupon the ignorant mul- 
tictade was ſo ſtirred up,that (like an Agypti- 
an Plague)the whole Land was infeſted with 
Sets and Tumults: (in ſo much) that the 
State was troubled,the King diſobeyed,good 
Laws negleRed, violence and vfllany offered, 
ro all that were poſleſſed with Loyalty and 
Allegiance towards their Soveraign ; this 
| broughtthe Kingdom into ſuch a confliſed 
Diſtraction,that muchPeople grew obſtinate 
and diſloyal ; ſome pleading for Liberty of 
 Conſcience,and under that Nicety forlaking 
Communion with the Church Catholick;, to 
flock with ſeditious Multicudes, either to 
Mountains, Woods, Barns or Stables, any 
where, rather than the Place of Holy Con- 
yocation,though conſecrated for theWorſhip 
and Honour of God, in alluſion unto the 
Temple of Solomon;whereof David ſaid, In his 
Temple, ſhall everyMan ſpeak of bis honor. But wil- 
tully forſaking theirMotherChurch,they ſud- 
denly fell to Sedition,from Sedition,to privy 
Confpiracy againſt the Government , from 
Conſpiracy, to Rebellion, from Rebellion to 
falſe Do&trine, from falſe Do&trine, to Here- 
ſic, from Hereſie,. to Schiſm, from Schiſm 
. to 
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to hardneſs of heart, and from hardneſs of 
heart, to contempt of Gods Word and Come 
mandment ; like unto thoſe filthy Dreamers 
who deſpiſe Regal Dominion, and ſpeak eyil 
of ſecular and civil Dignities, as St. Jude re- 
marks in the8.yerl. of his Epiſtle. - 

Theſe are the Gradations of a profeſt 
Schiſmatick, and Schiſm. is as antient as the 
Devil himſelf; for he was the firſt Inventer 
of it, as appears by the Diſlention which he 
made amongſt the Czleſtial Angels, until he 
and they became Apoſtates ; for which.pre- 
ſymption he was caſt (under.the Name of 
Lacifer) into the depth of Hell, as appears in 


the 14.Chap.of the Prophelic of Iſaiah at the 


14,and 15. Verſes. 

-., In the {econdPlace,after he had put theAn- 
gels at variance one with another, and both 
himſelf and them, in oppoſition to God, he 


proceeds to {et man at difference with hisMa- 
ker, and that in the Garden oft Eden ; where - 


Adam and Eve conſenting to his (Serpentine) 

Temptation, became guilty of fin and eternal 

death. 4p | 

-  -Thirdly; afloon as this (diabelical)Schiſma- 
tick had ſet man at.odds with his Maker, Ws 

i 
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did ſet '6he rikin Ef ariother,azappears 
in the 4: Chap:of Geneſs,0.8: where (by his'e- 
vil means) Cam v7 * Neanſ Abel bis | Beth, 
wp ſlew him.” vw | 


i [4 361 a z 

\ From benkiel Ar he lfaryed; that colts. 
ever Satan ſows his ſeeds of ſedition, there 0- 
thers may reap the fruir'of Murder and Con- 
fuſion :. This Truth might be'witneſfled, - (in 
the Kingdomof> England ) by ar inhutmane 
and unparallel'd Experience, namely,the Al- 
ſaffination or Murder of our late King, (be- 

ing'the odivm of' all Chriftendomy occaſioned 
by the diſtiirbance of or” home: bred diviſli- 
ons, which created contention and debare a- 
mongſt us, being the malignant Marks of Sa- 
tans Synagogue, and directly oppoſite tothe 
badges of Chrifts'@hitrch, whith are, Unity, 
Peace, arid Coricord'; 'for'as St. Pail ſaith in 
his 1/t. Epiſtle to the Corinths, the 11. Chap. 

ver.1 6,---If any man ſeemeth to be contentions , we 
have no ſuch cuſtops neither the Chur ches of Ged. 


Seing therefore that the Church of God;ad- 
mits'oFno contentious Cuſtoms, let attof us 
that ww 'Orrr IE profeſtMembers thereof, 
SS D Joy {1 
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joyn together in one harmonious conſent, to 

hold the Faith, i” Unit 1 Spirit, in the Bond. of 

Peace,and in 6 NG of life. Acknowledging 

. the Truth of my ſecond Propoſicion ----That 
he who fears God,onght in fuch a manner to 
honour his King,as not to fide with thoſe that 
would alter (or change)his Government,and 
this alſo is anſwerable to.theſe words of. the ; 
Latter Clauſe in my firſt Verſe, --— 4nd meddle f 
nat with themthat are given ta change, | 


Which uſhers me to the management of 
the Third Propoſition---- Namely, to prove | 
by expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture ,-.Thax | 
ſuddenCalamities have enſued upon the Re- : 
bellion of Schiſmatical (and Factious) Peo- 
ple. Which alſo is agreable, with. the firſt 
branch of the ſecond yer.in my Text, where 
Solomon affirms, That their Calamity ſhall riſe ſud- 
denly. | | | | 


My firſt Evidence in this reſpect ſhall be 
alledged from the 1 6. Chap. of Numbers at the 
31,32,3 3, 34-Terſes, where it is recorded, 
That Korab, Dathan, and Abiram, rebelled a- 
oainſt Moſes,and refuſed to obey him, where- 

| E upon 
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upon fire came from theLord,and conſumed 
Korah and his Company ---And the earth 0- 
pened her mouth, and {wallowed up Dathan 
and Abiram, with their Houſes,and all themen 
that appertained to chemi,and all their geods, 


and they periſhed from among” the Congre- 


gation.---And again, when the Congregati- 
on of Tfrael \murmured againſt Moſes; the 
Lord ſent a Plague amonglt chem, wheregf 
there ſuddenly dyed: Fourteen thouſand, and 
ſeven hundred, beſides them chat dyed abour 
the matter of Xorah, as appears in the 49.0. 
of the ſame Chap. GE nks 


Anorher Inſtance we have in rhe ) 1.C bap. 
of Numbers at the 5,0 6.0. where it is ſaid--- 


That theLord ſent fiery Serpents amongſt the 


Iſraelites , and they. bit the people, and much 
People of Tſrael dyed, for their murmuring 
againſt Moſes (who in thoſe days) was their 

chief Magiſtrate. oa 


Likewiſe Abſelom rebelled againſt King 
David, his Lord and Father, but his great Ar- 
my was overthrown,and Twenty Thouſand 
af them wereſlain, anJ himſelf hanged by - 

D 2 the 
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the head,forlaken by higMule,and with three 
Datts thruſt through. the. heart by Jaab, and 
Ten young men that bare Joab's Armour, 
compaſſed him about, andſlew him, as you 
may read in the,1 8. (hop. of the; kegond, Book 
of Samuel at the 7.141 6518 BoMPfercc; 9:13. 


Alſo Sheba (the Son of Bichri) . rebelled a- 
gainft King David , and blew a Trumper, 
and id, we have'no part in;David ,. Neither 
have we Inheritance in the'Son. of Jeſſe ; and 
every man of Tſrael went up from after Da- 
vid,” and followed Sheba; but ſhortly after, 
Sheba being beſieged by Jeab in Abel , had his 
head ſtricken off, and thrown over the Wall 
to Joob, as it is recorded in the 20.Chap.of the 
ſecond of Samuel at the 1,2.,2 1,22. Verſes. 


. -Baafhathe Son of Abijab conſpired againſt 
Nadab, his Lord and King ; and (ſew him; as 
appears inthe 1 5.Ch. of the firſt Book of Reg. 
wver.the 27. But in the 16.Chap. of the ſame 
Book,at the 1,2, & 3:V. Tehu'the Son of | Ha- 

ian propheſy'd againſt him (ſaying from 

God) I will take away the Poſterity of Baa- 

ſha, and will make thy Houle like the _— 
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of Jeroboam the Son of Nebgt, him that dieth 
of Baaſhe in the City,ſhall the Dogs eat ; and 
him that dyeth of his, in the fields, ſhall the 
Fowls of the air eat. 


Zimri a ſervant to Elah,King of 1/rael, con- 
ſpired againſt his Maſter and ſlew him ; but 
within ſeven days, Omri whom the People 
made King, came and beſieged him in Tir- 


2ab,and it came to pals, when Zimri ſaw the - 


City was taken, that he went into the Palace 
of the King, and burnt the Kings houle over 
his head,and dyed,as it is apparent in the1 6th. 
Chapter of the Firſt Book of the Kings, from 
the 9th. to the 19th. Verle. 


The Servants of Joaſh, King of Juda, con- 
ſpired againſt him, and. flew the King in 


the Houſe of Mille : as appears in the Twelfth 


| Chapter of the ſecond Book of the Kings, 


Verſe 20. But in the 1 4.Chapter of the ſame, 
Book, Verſe 5. It- is ſaid, That, as ſoon as 
Amaziab his Son had the Kingdom Confirm- 
ed in his hand, he flew his Servants who 


had flain the King his Father. 
There: 
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There is alſo a very remarkable paſlage 
in the 21. Chapter of the 2d. Book of the 
Kings at the 23, and 24, Verſes, where ic 
is ſaid, That the Servants of Ammon Conſpi- 
red againſt him, and ſlew che King ig his 
own Houſe, and-the People of the Land 
flew-all them that had Conſpir'd againſt 
King Ammon.--- And:the People of the Land 
made Joſiah his Son , King in his ſtead. 


A Parrallel of this example we had in the 
Martyrdom of our Late King, and the Re- 
ſtauration of our preſent Soveraign, for his 
own Subjects conſpired againſt him , and 
ſlew the King at his own Houle ; and the 
People of the Land( by putting the Laws 
in Execution) did cut off ſome of thoſe that 
Conſpired the death of their Royal Maſter : 
And again Foſiah-like, the people of this Land 
(by the wonderful Providence of God) did 
place his Princely Son,to rule (the Realm) in 
his Fathers ſtead; To whole gracious Perſon, 
mayGod grant a long and a proſperousReign 
over us | ſhall cite Two or Three Examples 
(from the New Teſtament)and ſo put a Pe- 
riod to this noted Point. 


Joſeph 
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Jofeph and Mary, the Parents of our Lord 
and Saviour, (willing to ſhew their Loyalty: 
and Obedience). upon the command of 4u- 
guſtus Ceſar, went up unto their own City 
to be taxed,as appears in the 24d. Chap. of St. 
Luke's Goſpel Ver. the 4th. Chriſt himſelf paid 
Tribute to Ceſar, and ſubmitted to the judg- 
ment of Pilate, tho he could eaſily have deli- 
vered himſelf from the ſame : As appears 
inthe 17 Chapter of S:. Matthew, at the 27: 


Verſe. 


We read in the 5. Chapter of the A&s,. 
Verſe 37. That one Judas of Galilee councel- 
Jed the Jews, that by no means they ſhould 
pay Tribute unto-Ceſar ; but to maintain: 
their ancient Priviledges and Cuſtoms, and 
ſo drew away much People:after him; but he 
' periſhed, and all, as many as obeyed him, 
were diſperſed. 


St. Paul ſubmitted to,and pleaded his cauſe 


before Felix the Roman Governour;as appears, 
Af the 24th. at the 10th. Verſe. 


The 
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The like he did before Feſtus, who came in 
the room of Felix,and afterwards he appeal- 
ed unto Ceſar's Judgment-ſeat , as itis very 
obſervable in the 2.5. Chap. of the A&s at the 
8. & 11:Ver. CO CELITSTAN CC £t 


Now it plainly appears that Joſeph, and 
Mary , and Jeſus, and- Paul, were obedient 
to civil Magiſtrates, and Governors ; But 
ſuch as were diſobedient and rebellious, they: 
were rewarded according to.their due de- 
ſerts, as I have ſufficiently demonſtrated from 
the third Propoſition, 


Whence I proved by expreſs Teſtimonies 
of Scripture , that ſudden Calamities have 
effſued upon the Rebellion. of Schiſmatical 
and Factious People., as agreeable with the. 
firſt Branch of the 2d. ver. in my Text, Where 
Solomon afhirms, That their Calamity ſhall riſe ſud- 
denly. 


From which I paſs to the Fourth Propofiti- 
on : Namely to maintain; That in whatever 
Nation the People are arbitrarily divided 
in oppoſition to the Government, ſuch En- ' 
terprizes 
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terprizes portend thoſe Parties: ruine ; which 
allo is correſpondent with: the laſt Branch of 
my Text, where Solomon propounds this 0- 
minous [Interrogatory---- And who knoweth th 
ruine of them both ? 


[e is to be obſerved in the courſe of all A- 
ges, thatthe moſt fAlouriſhing Kingdoms of - 
the World, never received ſuch fearful down- 
falls, from open and forreign Enemies, as 
'they have done by ſecret Innovations and 
Domeſtick conſpiracies. 


The deftrution of Jeruſalem (that Me- 
tropolis of earthly Cities ) began by the 
civil , or rather uncivil diſcords, of Simon 
and Eleaxar ; but when Yeſpatian the Empe- 
ror, and his Son Titus came againſt it with 
an Army , they found the whole Nation 
of the F gu , divided into three factions , 
each of them ready to undo the other: 
Whereupon followed the overthrow of that 
Kingdom, and rafing of Jeruſalem even -le- 
vel with the ground ,; for then there were 
ſlain of che Jews (being Men, Women and 
Children) as the learned Joſephus writes, who 

=. at 


26 | Religion expreſt 
(at that time) was Captain in the field,no leſs 
than Eleven. hundred Thouſand. < 


Itis apparently demonſtrable, that every 


Schifm proceeds from it's frtPoint, to the full 
Period of a plain Hereſte;of one raall $ park is 
kindled a great fire; Arrius's Hereſie was but a 
ſpark at the beginning, yet this ſpark did (er 
all Africa and Europe on the (furious) fire of 
Contention,that hitherto theChurch militanc 
recover'd not its former eſteem. and purity. 


Alſo Mabomet (that Antichriſtian Infidel) be-- 


gan with a very few of his Se&, but in a ſhort 
time he over-ran Aſia, and did. {o deface the 


beauty of the Eaſtern Churches, that (to - 


this day), he continues a.Scourge to all Chri- 
ſtendom : And it is obſerv'd (by woful ex. 


perience) That the Anabaptifts (of late years) 
kindled luch a Spark of Error in Germany (as 


grew into ſuch a combultible flame)that ma- 


ny Cities, Towns and Temples, were ſet on 


fire, whereupon iſſued a bloody Maſſacre of 
many thouſand People. 


But we need not go ſo faras Jeruſalem, Ture 
ky or Germany, for Examples. 


The 
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| This Kingdom of ours, could never bein” 

vaded nor conquered, till ſuch time as the 

people were at variance within themſelves ; 

then was Julius Ceſar with a {mall Army, che 

Saxons, Danes and Normans, able to pollels, and 
ſuppreſs our Country. 


"The like Surprizal happened i in the time of 
our late Rebellion, when England was depo- 
ſed of its Princely Parron-ſhip, to be in [ub- 
jection to an Uſurping Prote&tor-ſhip. 


[tis the opinion of Herodian (an old Wri- 
ter) that as much as War is worſe than peace, 
{o much, civil Sedition is worle than war. 
And Titus Livius ſaith ; that it is diſſention 
which cauſeth the ruine of great Empire. 


I am ſure this eur Kingdom has ſufhciently 
ſhared in ſuch Calamities, and had nor God 
interven'd his good Providence, the horrible 
deſigns which were contriv'd not long fince, 
might have brought it to utter ruine; For as - 
our Saviour faith in the 1 2. Chap. ot St. Mat- - 
thew, Verle 2 2 5---- Every Kingdom divided 
againſt itſelf, is brought. ro deſolation, and 

E 1 evVcry 
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every Gr Houle divided againſt it ſelf, 
{hall not ſtand. And thus much (briefly) nuſt- 
ſuffice in reference to the ruine of that King- 
| dom and its Subjects ,. which is undermined 
by ſeditious People ; for. theſe might in a. 
(cumultuous way) be ſo deſtructive to each 
other (and alſo to the Nation) as to weaken- 
the power of their Prince, to wage War with 
a Forreign enemy ; ſo that. this point com- 
plies-with my fourth and laſt-propofition ; 


From which I briefly maintained---- That 
in whatever Nation the People are arbitrarily 
divided in oppolition to the Government , 
{uch Enterprizes portend thoſe Parties ruine, 
which ficly correſponds with the laſt branch 
in my Text, where Solomon propounds this 
ominous Interrogatory ;. 4nd who knoweth the 
rune of. them both ? 


Which guides me to the Fifth and laſt 
Pointrelating to my preſent Subject, that is,to 
infer the Application both from the Premiles. 
and the Concluſion of. my Text. . 


Since 
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Since therefore that all Perſons fearing 


God, ought to honour and obey their lawful 
Soveraign,and not to meddle with ſuch Peo- 


ple as change from his Government, by rea- 


fon the Calamities of ſuch ſhall ſuddenly a- 
riſe, yea evenrto ruine and deſtroy them in 
their unlawtul Enterpriſes. Then ler it be 
our Chriftian care and diligence lo to fear 
God, and honour the King ; as to be in due 
ſubj::Ction to all the ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
as thoſe that are ſent by them , for the pu- 
niſhment of offenders, more eſpecially ro 


the right Worſhipful the preſent Mayor, to 


whom God, and the King, have committed 
the Sword of Fuſtice, to executeJudgment in 


| this City : That (as his name is Samuel) he 


might therewith, (Samuel-like) hew Difloy- 
alty and Sedition in pieces, as Aga the trou- 
bler of 1jrae! was hew'd before the Lord in 
Gugal, which paſſage is obſervable in the 1 5. 
Chapter of the firſt of Samuel at the 3 3. ver. -- 
Bur in the 2 2,8 2.3.ver. of the ſame Chap.the 
Prophet Samuel hath an excellent Oblervati- 
#n in reference to Obedience and - Loyalry, 


where he ſpeaks theſe Expreſſions----Beho!d, 


to obey is better than ſacrifice ; and to hearken then 
the 
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the fat of rams «--For Rebellion 'is as the ſin of 


VV/uchcraft,and ſtubborneſs is as Tniquity,and Idolas 
try. 


But to put a Period to ſuch wilful Pratti- 
ces,[ ſhall inſert this Chriſtian Caution, That 
if in caſe any Perſons be dejected by reaſon 
of accuſing Conlciences for withdrawing 
themſelves (long {ince)from ctheCommunion 


of their Mother-Church, or neglecting their 


Duty of .Loyalty to the King, as the Foſter- 


Father thereof: And notwithſtanding all this; 


have an earneſt deſire for the future, of being 


conformable to the {aid Church, in comply- 
ance with the Apoſtle's Council, who would 
have God to be fear'd, and the King honou- 
red ; I do ardently intreart all ſuch, for the 
calming, or appealing of their Conſciences, 
to lay hold on the preſent opportunity, that 
their Obedience, and Gods Mercy might meet 
rogether , {o that Righteouſnels,and Peace 
may (perperually ). kiſs each other: In the 

urſuir of which duty, St. Paul gives us a 
Chriſtian (and a Catholick ) exhorcation in 


his farſt Epiſtle to Timothy,the 2.Chap. at the 1, 


2,6 3.ver.where he delivers this Apoſtolical 
charge, 


UM 


by Loyalty. Ml 
charge, ---*That, firſt of all, Supplications, _ 
© Prayers, Intercefſions and giving of Thanks, 
© be made for all men. ---For Kings, and for 
© all thatare in Authority, that we may lead 
© 2 Quiet and peaceable Lite, in all Godlinels 
© and Honeſty, --For this is good and accep- 
© table in the {fight of God our Saviour. This 
was the practice of the holy Apoſtles, and 
alſo the Rule of the Primitive Fathers Imi- 
tation; as appears by a certain Prayer or Col- 
le&,recited by Tzrtallian (a reverend Father 
of the primitive Church) in behalf of the an- 
tient Emperors, Worded in theſe Expreſſions, 
© God Almighty , who is the ProteRor and 
© Defender of Kings,. Grant to your Sacred: 
© Majeſty a long Life, a happy Reign, a ſe- 
© cure State and Habitation, a ſtrong Army, 
© a faithful Senate. or.. Counce], and.a Loyal 
© People. 


This Prayer is very requiſite to be minded - 
by every Loyal-hearted Perſon, both for the 
Good of his Soveraign and himſelf; moree(- 
pecially, by the Subje&s ofthis Kingdom, 
that God might be iatreated--to-make our: 
King,lo pious, proſperous and puiſlant in his 
Princely 
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Princely Enterprizes , as that all European 
Tongues may unanimouſly confels CARO- 
LUS Ik MAGNUS, Charles he is the Great, 
By the blefling of God he is great in this Na- 
tion, and allo Good to the Nation, for this 
Kingdom is bleſled both in hisRegal Deſcent 
and Royal Deportment; as to his Deſcent, 
he is well known to be the Son of Nobles, In 
which reſpeCtSolomon ſaith in the 1 oth.Chap.of 
his Eccleſtaſtes at the 1 7.ver. ---Bleſſed art thou . 
0 Land,when thy King is the Son of Nobles. 


Our Royal Charles,is ſo Noble in all his A- 
ctions;that I can parallel him with none, but 
prudent and princely Solomon;like unto whom 
(in the ficſt Place) God has endued his heart 
with extraordinary Wiſdom : To go in,and 
out, before the great People of this Kingdom 
committed to his Princely Tuition. 


2.As Solomon was called Lounel.a King be- 
longing to the Lord; ſo alſo may our King ; 
For he is one belonging unco him. 


1ft. 
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1/7. In that he is The Defender of his Ho- 
ly Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith. 


24ly. As Solomon was named 7edidiah,aKing 
beloved of the Lord; ſo likewiſe may our So- 
veraign ; for it is certain,that he was ſo belo- 
ved of the Lord,as to be wonderfully reſcu- 
ed and preſerved from the furious rage of his 
enemies , not only before, and at, his Royal 
Reſtauration, but alſo at ſundry other times, 
both at home and abroad. 


2dly.As Solomon was called Shelewo,a peacea” 
ble and a quietKing, fo may our CHARLES; 
for he was {o quiet and peaceable, as not tq 
revenge much of his Fathers Blood upon the 
heads of bis Enemies,neither fully to recom- 
penſe their cruelty upon thoſe Perſons, who 
by commixing Villany with Violence,lately 
attempted to embrue 'their (polluted) hands 
in his own Royal Blood : So that his Majeſty 
might have taken up a doleful Lamentation 
in alluſton to that of the Daughter of Sion, 
mentioned in the 4 Chap. of Jeremiah,at the 
F 13./er. 
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3 1.Ver. That bewaileth her ſelf, and that ſpreadeth 
her hands, ſaying, Wo is me now; for my Soul is wea- 
ried, becauſe of Murtherers ---But may God Al- 
mighty preſerve our Prince his gracious Per- 
ſon, from all ſuch Diabolical and Inhumgne 
Attempts, by eſtabliſhing Peace within the 
Walls of his Three Kingdoms,and Proſpericy 
in the Palaces thereof ; That all his Subjects 
may live ſo peaceably and quiet under their 
Vines and their Fig-trees, as to be free from 

the fear of Evil. 


Which that we may do, Let us implore 
God the Father, for the ſake of God the Son, 
to endue us with the Grace of God the Holy 
Ghoſt,at all times,in all places, and upon all 
occaſions, to put in praftice that Sacred Ad- 
mMonition of pxudent Solomon (the Son of Da- 
vid) in the Words of my preſent Text, where 
he ſaith to every SubjeR. 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King ; and 
meddle not with them that are given to change : 

For their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who 
knoweth the ruin of them both. - 


vl 


Now 


UMI 
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Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, a Trinity of Con- 
_ fubſtantial Perſons, ſubliſting in the De- 
ity of one Individual Eſſence be aſcri- 
. bed, as is moſt due, all Honour , 
Glory, Power and Praife from- 
henceforth, even for ever 


more. AME N. 


